
 Save Our Wild Horses Lobby Day - April 26th, 2023 

 We are making the following requests to you, our U.S. Senators and Representatives: 

 ●  We  request  you  support  an  audit  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  Wild  Horse  &  Burro 
 Program  (WHB).  BLM  spent  $138,462,000  in  FY2022  with  $7,096,600  being  paid  to  just  5  ranching 
 contractors.  On-range  management  could  reduce  FY  costs  to  $853,100  -  $910,000/yr.  There  is  a  lack 
 of  transparency  in  all  aspects  of  the  BLM  WHB  program,  including  wild  horse  &  burro  numbers  and 
 conditions  in  holding  facilities,  which  need  to  be  made  accessible  to  the  public  at  all  times  since  the 
 public is paying for the facilities to operate. 

 ●  We  request  that  wild  horses  regain  the  protections  they  had  when  the  Wild  Free-Roaming  Horses  & 
 Burros  Act  (WFRHB)  was  signed  in  1971.  Far  too  many  of  the  protections  the  wild  horses  had  have 
 been  eroded  with  changes  slipped  into  other  bills  without  due  process.  Please  support  repealing  those 
 changes. 

 ●  We  request  you  look  at  current  science  and  acknowledge  that  wild  horses,  as  a  native  species,  are 
 capable  of  regenerating  damaged  land  and  are  a  keystone  species  for  rewilding.  Rewilding  with  horses 
 has been successful in over 20 countries around the world.  The U.S. is behind in rewilding efforts. 

 ●  We  request  you  support  the  requirement  by  law  for  each  and  every  Herd  Management  Area  (HMA)  to 
 have  and  implement  new  or  updated  Herd  Management  Area  Plans  (HMAPs).  Horses  need  to  be 
 considered  principally  on  the  limited  land  set  aside  for  them.  This  was  the  foundation  of  the  original 
 WFRHB  Act  of  1971.  We  also  request  you  ask  the  BLM  to  return  wild  horses  and  burros  back  to  the 
 over 26.9 million acres that have been taken from them. 

 ●  We  want  science-based  appropriate  management  levels  numbers  (AML).  AMLs  are  random  (per  an 
 Academy  of  Science  Report)  and  leave  nearly  all  herds  of  horses  and  burros  genetically  unviable. 
 Many  herds  number  as  low  as  50  on  50,000  or  more  acres.  Will  you  support  having  genetically  viable 
 herds  on  our  public  lands?  Twelve  herd  areas  are  under  an  AML  of  just  10  wild  horses  or  burros,  and 
 53 herd areas are under 50 wild horses or burros. 

 ●  We  request  your  support  requiring  that  the  comprehensive  animal  handling  policy  (CAWP)  be  improved 
 based  on  best  practices.  There  are  chronic  and  continual  violations  by  the  BLM.  The  current  practices 
 would  be  considered  abuse  if  used  on  domestic  equines.  In  FY  2022,  244  wild  horses  and  burros  were 
 killed  as  a  direct  result  of  the  roundups.  Hundreds  more  died  in  short  and  long-term  holding  in  2022 
 due to improper handling and inhumane conditions. 

 ●  Stop  the  BLM  Adoption  Incentive  Program;  paying  someone  $1000  in  taxpayer  dollars  to  take  an 
 animal  is  absurd.  In  addition,  the  sale  of  horses  in  the  BLM  Sale  Authority  Program  should  only  go  to 
 established,  respected  trainers  or  established  sanctuaries.  Selling  a  wild  horse  or  burro  with  no 
 protections, and for just $25, is a fast track to slaughter. 

 Thank you. 
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 Early dispersal of domestic horses into the Great Plains and northern Rockies 

 The spread of domestic horses and their integration into Indigenous societies contributed to profound social 
 and ecological transformations across western North America. However, the mechanisms and timing of this 
 transition are poorly understood.  Horses and other  members of the genus Equus originated in North 
 America  (1, 2). Horses and equids formed an important  component of human lifeways across the continent 
 during the final Pleistocene (3–5), which is still encoded in some Indigenous oral traditions, including those of 
 the Lakota (6). Although Western scholars commonly consider horses to have disappeared at lower latitudes 
 by the early Holocene, environmental DNA suggests their presence in arctic zones as late as 5000 to 6000 
 years before the present (7, 8). Few archaeozoological studies have carefully addressed their possible 
 persistence at lower latitudes during the Holocene. 

 Viking colonizers brought horses as far as Greenland during the 10th to 14th centuries CE (9) and settled 
 along areas of the Newfoundland coast during the 11th century CE (10). There is, however, no direct evidence 
 that Viking horses reached settlements on the mainland (11). Instead, most western scholars accept that 
 horses were first reintroduced into the Americas by Spanish settlers in the late 15th century CE, reaching the 
 mainland in the early 16th century CE with the Spanish colonization of Mexico (12). During the 17th to 19th 
 centuries CE, colonizing European powers, including the British, Spanish, and French (13, 14), and possibly 
 Russian and Chinese merchants (15) imported considerable numbers of horses into western North America. 

 Whereas horses would generally be categorized as domestic commodities, Indigenous peoples often maintain 
 different relationships with them. Lakota peoples attribute to horses a nationhood status equal to their own. 
 The Lakota–horse relationship is thus one of great reverence, deeply embedded in their identity, spirituality, 
 science, and cosmogony. Lakota peoples do not have concepts for “wild” and “domesticated.” In fact, 
 Šungwakaŋ—“the Horse Nation”—was neither controlled behind fences nor forced into breeding. Rather, the 
 Lakota peoples strove to cultivate their environment and adapt their lifeways to ensure that Šungwakaŋ could 
 live aligned with its natural systems. Within this nation-to-nation alliance, the horse enhanced the abilities of 
 the Lakota with regard to hunting, mobility, healing, and more (16). Therefore, for the Lakota peoples, saying 
 “our horse” never reflects ownership but rather responsibility for a sacred relative. 

 European colonization entirely altered Indigenous social dynamics, hierarchy, and lifeways, introducing 
 profound changes to subsistence modes, movement, and warfare (17). Many Indigenous peoples within the 
 Great Plains and American Southwest developed horse-based pastoral or hunting economies and expanded 
 transcontinental networks of raiding and exchange. Some became militarily dominant polities that maintained 
 autonomy and sovereignty into the end of the 19th century CE, with many maintaining this sovereignty today 
 (18, 19). 

 Historical models for the post-Columbian North American dispersal of horses and their integration into 
 Indigenous cultures are almost exclusively derived from textual sources written by European observers dating 
 largely to the 18th and 19th centuries CE [e.g., (20, 21)]. These sources depict horses first spreading in 
 appreciable numbers north from what is today the American Southwest after the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 CE, 
 when Spanish settlers were temporarily expelled from much of New Mexico (22). Given that most of the 
 continent north of New Mexico was terra incognita to European chroniclers, natural and cultural landscapes 
 remained largely uncharacterized until the early 19th century CE (23). Furthermore, these Euro-American 
 historic records are often rife with inaccuracies and strong anti-Indigenous biases, depreciating the 
 fundamental relationship between Indigenous peoples and horses (24). 
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 Despite representing a major source for understanding the timing and ways in which horses were managed, 
 ridden, and integrated into early societies, archaeological remains of domestic horses from Indigenous 
 contexts are also overlooked (24). In this study, we extensively surveyed existing archaeological collections to 
 identify early historic horse specimens with potential for reconstructing early human–horse relationships across 
 the American Southwest and Great Plains (Fig. 1). Together, DNA, archaeozoological, and stable isotope data 
 support the introduction of Spanish-sourced domestic horses into Indigenous societies across the plains before 
 the first half of the 17th century CE. 

 This new article was published in Science, Volume 379, Issue 6639 in March 2023 

 To continue reading the article, please visit: 

 https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/science.adc9691?fbclid=IwAR0c1g7D8zeoAKaZS0r0BJm2t72X0nxU 
 5O-qP44BhKfgoI3piKOzCzE47X0 
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 www.saveourwildhorses.net  &  www.wildhorsespubliclands.com 

http://www.saveourwildhorses.net/
http://www.wildhorsespubliclands.com/
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